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________________________________
Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON APPLICATION COMPLETENESS 
Issued: November 6, 2023 

 
In the Matter of the Route Permit Application for the Minnesota Energy Connection Project in 
Sherburne, Stearns, Kandiyohi, Wright, Meeker, Chippewa, Yellow Medicine, Renville, 
Redwood, and Lyon counties in Minnesota 
 
PUC Docket Number:  E-002/TL-22-132 
 
Comment Period: Initial comment period closes November 20, 2023, at 4:30 p.m. 
 Reply comment period closes November 27, 2023, at 4:30 p.m. 
 Supplemental comment period closes December 4, 2023, at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not be considered by the 
Commission. 
 
Topics for Comment: 
 Does the route permit application contain the information required under Minn. R. 

7850.1900, subp. 2 and 3? 
 Are there any contested issues of fact with respect to the representations made in the 

application? 
 Should an advisory task force be appointed? 
 Should the Commission direct the Executive Secretary to issue an authorization to the 

applicant to initiate consultation with the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 
(See Attachment A)? 

 Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 
 
Background: Xcel Energy has applied to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission) for a route permit to construct the Minnesota Energy Connection (MNEC) 
Project, a new approximately 171- to 174-mile 345-kilovolt (kV) double-circuit transmission line 
between the existing Sherburne County Generation Station Substation (Sherco Substation) in 
the city of Becker in Sherburne County, Minnesota, and a new substation (Terminal Substation) 
proposed near the town of Garvin in Lyon County, Minnesota. As required by statute, Xcel 
Energy has proposed two route alternatives that are 171 and 174 miles in length designated as 
the Purple Route and Blue Route, respectively. Xcel has also proposed four connector segments 
that would allow options to utilize different portions of each alternative route, as appropriate. 
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Xcel has generally requested a route width of 1,000 feet and a final right-of-way width of 150 
feet. There are several sections of the proposed routes where Xcel Energy has requested wider 
widths up to the 1.25-mile maximum to enable flexibility in siting.  
 
The proposed MNEC Project would also include: 
 
 A new 3.1-mile single-circuit 345-kV transmission line between the existing Sherco and 

Sherco Solar West substations in Becker, Minnesota (Green Segment). The new 
transmission line would be co-located with Xcel Energy’s Line 5651, occupying the open 
position on the existing double-circuit-capable structures. 

 
 Modifications to the existing Sherco Substation and Sherco Solar West Substation. 

 
 A voltage-support substation to be located 80 miles south of the Sherco Substation in 

either Meeker, Kandiyohi, or Renville County, depending on the final route. 
 
 An intermediate substation to be located 20 miles north of the proposed Terminal 

Substation near Garvin in Lyon County. 
 
The proposed MNEC Project also requires a certificate of need determination by the 
Commission because it is a high-voltage transmission line with a capacity greater than 200 kV 
and greater than 1,500 feet in length. Xcel Energy’s March 2023 Application to the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission for a Certificate of Need for the Minnesota Energy Connection 
Project was determined complete by the Commission in an order issued on May 2, 2023. The 
Commission also authorized use of the informal review process. In a separate order issued on 
August 10, 2023, the Commission directed joint proceedings to be held on the certificate of 
need and route permit applications (Docket No. 22-131).  
 
The MNEC Project is part of Xcel Energy’s approved 2020-2034 Upper Midwest Integrated 
Resource Plan (Docket No. 19-368). 
 
The applications are available to view and download on the Commission’s eDocket system: 
 
Route Permit Application 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsR
esult&docketYear=22&docketNumber=132 
 
  

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&docketYear=22&docketNumber=132
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&docketYear=22&docketNumber=132
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Certificate of Need Application 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsR
esult&docketYear=22&docketNumber=131 
 
Submit Comments: 
 
Online: mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments 
Email:  consumer.puc@state.mn.us 
U.S. Mail: Consumer Affairs Office 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 

  St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in limited 
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission 
does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions. Please include the 
docket number (22-132) in all communications. 
 
Filing Requirements: Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies 
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All 
parties, participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling. 
 
Full Case Record: See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets, enter the year (22) and the docket number (132), 
and select Search. 
 
Subscribe to the Docket: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this 
matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets. 
 
Project Mailing List: Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to 
participate or change your mailing preference. Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call 651-
201-2246 with the docket number (22-132), your name, mailing address, and email address. 
 
Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission 
staff, Scott Ek at scott.ek@state.mn.us or 651-201-2255. 
 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&docketYear=22&docketNumber=131
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&docketYear=22&docketNumber=131
https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:docketing.puc@state.mn.us
mailto:scott.ek@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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Proposed Project Overview 
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ATTACHMENT A 

[DATE] 
 
TO: Matt Langan 
 Xcel Energy 
 414 Nicollet Mall, 6th Floor 
 Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
 Sarah Beimers, Environmental Review Program Manager 
 State Historic Preservation Office 
 Minnesota Department of Administration 
 50 Sherburne Avenue, Suite 203 
 Saint Paul, MN 55155 

 
FROM: Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 
 Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
 121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
 Saint Paul, MN 55101 
 
RE: Authorization to Initiate Consultation under Minn. Stat. § 138.665; In the Matter of 

the Route Permit Application for the Minnesota Energy Connection Project in 
Sherburne, Stearns, Kandiyohi, Wright, Meeker, Chippewa, Yellow Medicine, Renville, 
Redwood, and Lyon counties in Minnesota; Docket No. E-002/TL-22-132 

 
Interested Parties: 
 
Through this authorization, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) intends to 
formalize the role of the Commission, the Department of Commerce—Energy Environmental 
Review and Analysis (DOC-EERA), and the above listed Applicant for a large electric power 
facility (as defined in Minn. Stat. § 216E.01, subd. 6) relative to the Commission’s statutory 
responsibilities under Minn. Stat. § 138.665 to consult with the State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO). 
 
In order to streamline the Commission's compliance with Minn. Stat. § 138.665, the 
Commission hereby authorizes the Applicant to initiate consultation with SHPO pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 138.665. Effective immediately, the Applicant and its authorized representatives 
may consult with SHPO to initiate review and consultation. Specifically, the Applicant is 
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authorized to gather information to identify, and reevaluate if warranted, designated historic 
properties, and to work in coordination with other interested entities, including Tribal Nations 
and DOC-EERA, to assess the effects of proposed projects on designated historic properties as 
described in Minn. Stat. § 138.665. As appropriate, as part of its environmental review, DOC-
EERA will coordinate with SHPO in evaluating the potential effect of alternative sites and routes 
on historic properties as described in Minn. Stat. § 138.665. 
 
The Commission sits in a quasi-judicial capacity and makes siting and routing decisions based 
solely on the administrative record developed and the comments and information submitted by 
the parties and participants to Commission proceedings. The Commission is also subject to 
Minnesota’s Open Meeting Law, Minn. Stat. Ch. 13D, which requires that Commission meetings 
be open to the public and the record be publicly available. Ex parte communications with 
Commissioners are prohibited, and Commissioners hear from interested entities and people on-
the-record, either through written filings or at agenda meetings that are open to the public. 
 
Accordingly, at the time the Applicant submits its prehearing testimony prior to the public 
hearing on the project, the Applicant shall file a compliance filing informing the Commission of 
the status of consultation with SHPO. This compliance filing should demonstrate that 
consultation has occurred, whether the proposed project will affect designated properties, and 
if so, identify any permit terms and conditions agreed upon by the applicant and SHPO to avoid 
or mitigate any adverse effects on the designated or listed properties. The Applicant should 
attach to its compliance filing a letter obtained from SHPO confirming that consultation has 
occurred and detailing any comments, concerns, and/or recommendations regarding the 
project from SHPO. If SHPO objects to the proposed project, this letter should detail SHPO’s 
objection and any proposed permit terms and conditions that, if adopted, would resolve its 
objection. If SHPO’s objection cannot be addressed through appropriate permit terms and 
conditions, the SHPO may request mediation as provided for in Minn. Stat. § 138.665. 
 
Notwithstanding this authorization, the Commission retains ultimate responsibility for 
consultation under Minn. Stat. § 138.665 and for determining whether to permit a large electric 
power facility. 
 
If you have any questions, please direct them to Scott Ek at scott.ek@state.mn.us or 651-539-
1070. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Will Seuffert 

mailto:scott.ek@state.mn.us
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Mai Choua Xiong, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of 
the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the 
attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing 
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON APPLICATION COMPLETENESS 
 
Docket Number E-002/TL-22-132, E-002/CN-22-131 
Dated this 6th day of November, 2023 
 
 
 
/s/ Mai Choua Xiong 
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